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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enviro perspective – 
Critical to have proactive (positive) agenda [pet peeve]
Answer questions/clear up misunderstandings
Some positions MAY seem contradictory – they are NOT
TP to discuss on the ground challenges 



LAW: 25 Years of Fighting for Clean Water 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Founded in 1993, LAW (formerly SMBK) protects and restores the waterways throughout Los Angeles County,
Staff of 10 (legal, science, outreach, support)
Much larger with interns, outside support, coalition  
LOCALLY-based; part of international WKA (350+) and CCKA (state voice) 
A boat on the Santa Monica Bay regularly patrolling (60-70 trips/year)
Niche (aqua-cop/legal, visionary, hub of wheel)
Programs – Marine and Watershed
Advocacy 






Towards a New Water Paradigm  

 Pollution Prevention  

 Healthy Habitats  

 Systems Change(4Rs) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Medical analogy 
History v current v future



Systems Change: A Smarter Water Approach 

 REDUCE water waste (conservation & efficiency) 

 RESTORE groundwater (groundwater remediation/brackish desal) 

 REUSE stormwater (stormwater capture/reuse) 

 RECYCLE wastewater (IPR & DPR) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Large-scale purple pipe (residential) 

 Ocean desalination  

 Water transfers, dams & diversions  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Need PRIORITIZATION (not all of the above) – even with what we support!
Based on safety, reliability, multi-benefit, energy/climate, enviro, cost, 
Reduce (water consumption)
State conservation standards
Restore (groundwater) 
SFV/Central Basin/West Coast Basin
SGMA
Reuse (stormwater) 
County stormwater funding measure 
Industrial infiltration 
218 Reform (legislation)  
Recycle (wastewater) 
2 REASONS Why I start with this slide
PROACTIVE (Not just what enviros are against) 
Prioritize v. All of above
Mainstream options (all believe in priority)
SOME WOULD DRAW RED LINE IN DIFFERENT PLACE



A Brief History of LAW & Water Reuse  

 Pure Water SD (Water Reliability Coalition)  

 JWPCP (Carson) & Tillman support (conditional)  

 DPR legislation (AB 574) & regulation  

 WUU cases 

 Flows case 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also sneak in some of my personal history 
Pure Water – 301h litigation > pilot > Water Reliability Coalition (Water Reuse award) 
JWPCP & Carson – stress conditional 
DRP bill – AB 574 (2017) – CCKA and Water Reuse (Sean on WR board); By Dec 31, 2023 (faster??)
WUU cases – cutting edge/envelope pushing (precedent) 
Flows – different kind of case; some see inconsistencies (I don’t) 






Recycle: A Vision for LA 

We could be 
recycling an 
additional ~250-350 
MGD of waste-
water 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Could be ¼ to 1/3 of local water supply!!!
(Assumes ~1.2B GPD)




A Balanced Approach to Reuse 

 Reuse v. flows (informed decision-making)  

 Pumping & energy (laws of man v. nature) 

 Recycling v. conservation (‘making conservation a CA way of life’) 
 IPR/DPR vs. NPR 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enviro perspective (where we may differ from orgs like Water Reuse) – this slide where I got into trouble
Not all water recycling is equal – the devil is in the details
Can break our concerns/caveats into:
Where (recycled) water comes from (balance competing uses)
Where it will go to (minimize unintended consequences); and
What it is used for (overarching policy goals)
Reuse v flows (where comes from) – balance close to source (less pumping) v. other needs (STUDY); historical flows 
Pumping/energy (close to source) – where goes to
Minimal NPR (what used for) – don’t incentive bad land-use (lawns!); when public good (parks), see if better (closer to source) options exist



What’s Next? 

 From concept to commitment; from pilot to implementation 
 Enviro review/permits (minimize impacts; building partnerships)  

 Agency coordination  

 Rate case (building partnerships)  

 Community education????  

 Complete flows study (2020/21) 

 DPR regs (beating 2023?) 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Still have to answering a lot of questions posed!!!
Enviro review– 
How will we expand the distribution system? LAID OUT MY PRIORITIES
How can permitting challenges be overcome? LOTs of permits (RB, CCC, etc.) – will need enviro/EJ/labor/community partners (let us in early; devil IS in details) 
Rates (Who will own the recycled water? How will we pay for $2B for Hyperion)
More like $6-$10B
Will have resource at end (value); reduce (competing) investments (ocean desal, twin tunnels) – PRIORITIZATION; would have other systems costs if don’t do this; PARTNERS!  
Who owns water????  >>> 
Agency coordination (Can agencies work together to coordinate and maximize the use of infrastructure?) 
One of biggest challenges to meet goals above.  HARD enough to coordinate WITHIN massive agencies; now need City, County, LACSD, MWD, WDR, etc. (plus coalitions)
Education - Is it needed? (Rates v technology)
Complete studies
Flows – needed to help direct how system gets developed
DPR – will help reduce costs, pumping, etc. (needs to be SAFE) 



Thank You! 

We look forward to working with YOU on a 
smarter water approach for LA 

 

Bruce Reznik 

310-394-6162 ext 100 

bruce@lawaterkeeper.org  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LAW and enviro community look forward to working with City, LACSD, MWD to implement best projects possible
And with County, WRD and all partners on W implementation, groundwater remediation and other Smarter Water approaches 

mailto:bruce@lawaterkeeper.org
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